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Directory to order his departure. A long talk ensues. Dutrimond leaves and Gerry returns. Marshall relates what had passed. * * To prevent war I will stay/* exclaims Gerry. "I made no observation on this/* dryly observes Marshall in his Journal.1
Beaumarchais again tries his luck with Marshall, who replies that he will go home by "the direct passage to America" if he can get safe-conduct, "tho* I had private business of very considerable consequence in England/' 2 Otherwise, declares Marshall, "I should embark immediately for England/5 That would never do, exclaims Beaumarchais; it would enrage the Directory and subject Marshall to attacks at home. Marshall remarks that he prefers to sail direct, although he knows " that the captains of privateers had received orders to cruise for us ... and take us to the West Indies/'3
Beaumarchais sees Talleyrand and reports that the Foreign Minister is horrified at the thought of Marshall's returning by way of England; it would "irritate this government" and delay "an accommodation"; it would blast Marshall's reputation; the Directory "would immediately publish . . . that I was gone to England to receive the wages I had earned by breaking off the treaty with France," Marshall records of the representations made to him.
"I am entitled to safe conduct," cries Marshall; and "the calumny threatened against myself is too contemptible to be credited for a moment by those
1 Marshall's Journal, March 22, 95-97.    * The Fairfax purchase. 8 Marshall's Journal, March 23, 99.